
World War II Research Paper Information 

 

Written Proposal Due Date:  ________________ 

Research Paper Due Date:  ________________ 

 

You are to research a person, group or event that was involved in or affected by World War II.  Choose 

one person, group, or event.  Write a minimum of 500 words using Microsoft Word on your topic of 

choice.  If handwritten, it should be in blue/black ink, and you should skip lines between sentences.  For a 

person or group, your report should give biographical information, how this person contributed to or was 

affected by WWII.  For an event, describe the event in detail, explain why the event was significant, and 

how it impacted the war.  

·        Submit a written proposal with your name and topic on it. This should be 4-5 

sentences explaining your interest in the topic.  

·         Use MLA style to write your paper. 

·         You will complete note cards for this research paper along with a bibliography. 

·         Have an appropriate title. 

·         Proofread for errors (get someone to help you edit). 

·         Put your report in a cover. 

·         Use a minimum of three sources; only 2 (two) can be online sources (they must be 

authentic and reliable resources – NOT WIKIPEDIA, ANSWERS.COM, ETC).  One of 

your sources must be a primary source, meaning a document, speech, or other sort of 

evident written, created or otherwise produced during the time under study.  Primary 

sources offer an inside view of a particular person, place, or event. 

Examples include: 

Original Documents:  Autobiographies, diaries, e-mail, interviews, letters, minutes news film footage, 

official records, photographs, raw research data speeches. 

Creative works:  Art, drama, films, music, novels, poetry. 

Relics or Artifacts:  Buildings, clothing, DNA, furniture, jewelry, pottery 

 

 

DO NOT PLAIGARIZE (using words of others as your own).  The 

majority of words in a sentence must be your own.  (Ex.  If you have 

a 10 word sentence, you could borrow 4 words from your source).  If 

you plagiarize, the highest you can score is 50 points. 
 

 

The research proposal is worth 20 points, and the research paper is worth an additional 100 

points.  For every day you are late in submitting your paper, I will take off 10 points.  In 

addition, you will have notecard checks for daily grades to ensure that you stay on task. 

 

  



Sample topics to choose from: 

 

Pearl Harbor                                          

Japanese Internment Camps                  

D-Day 

Resistance movement in France 

The role of women in WWII 

Major battles (ex. Battle of the Bulge, Battle of Stalingrad, Sicily) 

Murder plots against Hitler 

Holocaust 

Atomic Bomb 

Pacific Theater (ex. Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Bataan Death March) 

Life on the home front 

Use of propaganda 

Espionage 

Science and technology of WWII 

Role of the branches of military 

Kamikaze Pilots 

General Dwight Eisenhower 

General George Patton 

Louis Zamperini 

Winston Churchill 

All American Girls Baseball League 

German POW camps in the U.S. 

101st Airborne, Easy Company (Band of Brothers) 

Navajo Code Talkers 

Auschwitz Extermination Camp 

Charles de Gaulle 

Battle of Britian 

Evacuation at Dunkirk 

German Prisoner of War Camps in the United States 

Douglas MacArthur 

Japanese Prisoner of War Camps (in Japan) 

Future Presidents in World War II (George Bush, Sr., John F. Kennedy) 

 

 


