BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON ISLAM


What is “Jihad”?

Jihad is an Islamic term referring to a religious duty of Muslims. Muslims and scholars do not all agree on its definition. Many observers—both Muslim and non-Muslim, as well as the Dictionary of Islam, talk of jihad having two meanings: an inner spiritual struggle (the "greater jihad"), and an outer physical struggle against the enemies of Islam (the "lesser jihad") which may take a violent or non-violent form. Jihad is often translated as "Holy War", although this term is controversial. 
Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jihad

ISIS: The Largest Terror Threat to the World
Who is ISIS?

The Islamic State (or IIS or ISIL or IS- such divas with all these names) is a militant Islamist extremist group. According to most news reports, the group was formed in 2010 and has made great gains since being under the leadership of Abu-al Baghdadi. Since their blitz takeover of much of northern Iraq last year, ISIS has gained more ground in Syria and is now most well known for their vicious and disturbing obsession with beheading Western hostages.
What Does ISIS Want?
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According to The Independent, the Islamic State’s main aim is to continue their takeover of Iraq and further establish the caliphate. A caliphate is basically an Islamic state ruled by one supreme leader. In a VICE News documentary, one IS fighter says: “We will not stop … we will raise the flag of Allah in the White House.” Although currently limited to Iraq and Syria, ISIS has promised to break down borders of Jordan and Lebanon and to “free Palestine.”
Source:  http://www.livemaguk.com/updated-dummies-guide-isis/

Who makes up ISIS? 
Many of ISIS fighters come from the ranks of the Baath Party of Saddam Hussein. Several of Baghdadi's lieutenants were officers and intelligence officials in the party. Estimates about 12,000 foreigners—as many as 3,000 Westerners (U.S., Canadians, and Europeans)—have joined ISIS.

What Is The Relationship Between ISIS and al Qaeda?

The group, formerly known as Al Qaeda in Iraq (AQI), is headed by Iraqi-born Ibrahim Awad Ibrahim al-Badry, who goes by the nom de guerre Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. Baghdadi is also the self-proclaimed caliph of the Islamic world. He was associated with Al Qaeda as a religious figure early in the U.S.-led war in Iraq, and became the leader of AQI in 2010. (In April 2013, Baghdadi changed the name of the organization from AQI to ISIS.) U.S. troops arrested him in Falluja in 2004 during the uprising there by Sunnis. Not considered a serious threat, he was released after a few months in detention. (Some reports say he was held for several years.) Baghdadi was a follower of Jordanian militant Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the leader of AQI who was killed by a U.S. airstrike in 2006. He is believed to have been born in Iraq in 1971 and earned a Ph.D. in Islamic studies in Baghdad. He has intentionally shrouded details of his life in secrecy, and little else is known about him. Al Qaeda distanced itself from ISIS as it grew increasingly violent and intolerant even of Muslims.

Who supplies ISIS with weapons? 
ISIS has armed itself with weapons seized from the battlefield in Iraq and Syria. The group has also reportedly received funding from wealthy individuals in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Turkey, and Qatar and then used the money to buy arms on the black market. These nations support ISIS because both consider Iran and Syria (both Shiite Islamic nations) a threat, share anti-Shiite sentiment, and want to protect fellow Sunnis from violence sanctioned by Assad (the Shiite President of Syria) and Maliki (former Shiite Prime Minister of Iraq). Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Qatar have passed legislation banning such aid, but the governments have done little to enforce the laws. According to a Dec. 2013 study by the Brookings Institution, donations are funneled through Kuwait and make their way to militant groups. "Today, there is evidence that Kuwaiti donors have backed rebels who have committed atrocities and who are either directly linked to al-Qa’ida or cooperate with its affiliated brigades on the ground," the report said.

Former Iraqi prime minister Nouri al-Maliki has publicly accused Qatar and Saudi Arabia of supporting the militants. "I accuse them of inciting and encouraging the terrorist movements. I accuse them of supporting them politically and in the media, of supporting them with money and by buying weapons for them," he said in March 2014.

ISIS prefers portable weapons that are easy to conceal and transport, such as shoulder-launched, surface-to-air missiles.

Source:  http://www.infoplease.com/news/2014/isis-explained.html
Weapons and ISIS
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ISIS fighters have access to, and are capable of using, a wide variety of small arms and heavy weapons, including truck-mounted machine-guns, rocket launchers, anti-aircraft guns and portable surface-to-air missile systems. They have also captured tanks and armoured vehicles from the Syrian and Iraqi armies. Their haul of vehicles from the Iraqi army includes Humvees and bomb-proof trucks that were originally manufactured for the US military.

The group is believed to have a flexible supply chain that ensures a constant supply of ammunition and small arms for its fighters. Their considerable firepower helped them overrun Kurdish Peshmerga positions in northern Iraq in August, surprising many
How Big Is ISIS and Where Are They Getting Their Fighters?
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Western officials only have rough estimates on ISIS’s total fighting force, but in late 2014, the CIA said the group was believed to be up to 30,000 fighters strong including local supporters, and growing. Most disturbing to Western security officials, they say, is the huge portion of foreign fighters who left their homes and at times traveled halfway around the world to join the terror group. 

Nicholas Rasmussen, the Director of the National Counterterrorism Center, told Congress in February 2015 some20,000 foreign fighters from 90 countries had traveled to Syria to join one group or another -- 3,400 of those fighters are said to have come from Western nations, including over 150 from the U.S. “who have either traveled to the conflict zone, or attempted to do so.” 

“It’s very difficult to be precise with these numbers because they come from a variety of sources that vary in quality,” Rasmussen said. “But the trend lines are clear and concerning.”
Source:  http://abcnews.go.com/WN/fullpage/isis-trail-terror-isis-threat-us-25053190
ISIS and Social Media

ISIS Uses Technology as Recruiting and Propaganda Tool
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ISIS has proved to be skilled at using social media, high-quality videos, and an online magazine, Dabiq, as both recruiting and propaganda tools. It has released videos glorifying its brutal assassinations and attacks on U.S. troops. The group uses social media outlets such as Twitter, WhatsApp, and Facebook to promise new recruits material rewards, such as free housing and a steady salary. According the the U.S. State Department, ISIS releases about 90,000 tweets a day. The group appeals to the religious fervency of young, impressionable Muslims and lures them to Syria and Iraq to become radicalized and fight for the cause. Members of ISIS took credit for the January 2015 hacking of the Twitter and YouTube accounts of the U.S. Central Command.


Source:  http://www.infoplease.com/news/2014/isis-explained.html
ISIS Territory

Some estimate that IS and its allies control about 40,000 sq km (15,000 sq miles) of Iraq and Syria - roughly the size of Belgium. Others believe they control closer to 90,000 sq km (35,000 sq miles) - about the size of Jordan. That territory includes cities - Mosul, Tikrit, Falluja and Tal Afar in Iraq; Raqqa in Syria - oil fields, dams, main roads and border crossings.
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Eight million people are believed to be living under partial or full IS control, where the group implements a strict interpretation of Sharia, forcing women to wear veils, non-Muslims to pay a special tax or convert, and imposing punishments that include floggings and executions.
Why Are Their Tactics So Brutal?
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IS members are jihadists who adhere to an extreme interpretation of Sunni Islam and consider themselves the only true believers. They hold that the rest of the world is made up of unbelievers who seek to destroy Islam, justifying attacks against other Muslims and non-Muslims alike.

Beheadings, crucifixions and mass shootings have been used to terrorise their enemies. IS members have justified such atrocities by citing the Koranic verses that talk of "striking off the heads" of unbelievers, but Muslims have denounced them. Even al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri, who disavowed IS in February over its actions in Syria, warned Zarqawi in 2005 that such brutality loses "Muslim hearts and minds".
Where Does ISIS Get Their Money?
Islamic State is reported to have $2bn (£1.2bn) in cash and assets, making it the world's wealthiest militant group. Initially, much of its financial support came from individuals in Arab Gulf states. Today, IS is a largely self-financed organization, earning millions of dollars a month from the oil and gas fields it controls, as well as from taxation, tolls, smuggling, extortion and kidnapping. The offensive in Iraq has also been lucrative, giving it access to cash held in major banks in cities and towns it has seized.
ISIS makes more than $10 million each month through extortion, the collection of taxes and fees in areas under their control, selling oil from fields it controls, and through looting the homes of people who fled under threat of the militants.

Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29052144
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ISIS:  The Largest Terror Threat in the World

1. What are the two major branches of Islam?

2. What is the major difference between Shia Islam and Sunni Islam?

3. Which branch of Islam has the largest percentages of believers worldwide?

4. What is jihad?  How does jihad relate to terrorism?

5. What does ISIS stand for?  What are some of its other names?

6. When did ISIS form?

7. What is the main goal of ISIS?

8. What is a caliphate?

9. What is the relationship between many ISIS fighters and Saddam Hussein, the former leader of Iraq?

10. What is the relationship between al-Qaeda and ISIS?  Do they currently get along?

11. Where is ISIS getting its weapons?

12.  Why have individuals from Kuwait, Turkey, and Qatar funded ISIS?
13.  What types of weapons does ISIS have access to?

14. How big is ISIS?  How many fighters are from foreign countries?  How many are from the United States?

15. What types of social media does ISIS use to recruit new followers?

16. What does ISIS promise new recruits as a reward for joining?

17. How many tweets a day does ISIS tweet?

18. How much territory does ISIS control?  Where is this territory located?

19. How many civilians are living under full/partial ISIS control?

20. What are some rules for women and non-Muslims?

21. What types of brutal tactics does ISIS use against their enemies?

22. Who do they consider their enemies?

23. What are the major sources of revenue (money) for ISIS?

24. How much money does ISIS make a month?

25. Looking at the ISIS government structure, use some terms from Social Studies this year to describe the type of government ISIS utilizes.

THINK ABOUT IT:

1. How have terror tactics changed from al-Qaeda’s attack on 9/11 and the brutal terror tactics used by ISIS in the past year?  Explain.

2. Why do you think that ISIS has been so successful in recruiting young adults from around the world to join their cause?  Explain.
3.  How does the ISIS view that they are fighting a jihad make them a difficult enemy for other countries to fight against?   Explain.

4.   Whose responsibility do you think it is to fight against ISIS?  Explain. 

