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Marie Antoinette:
Letter to Her Mother, 1773
In I770, Marie Antoinette, daughter of Empress Maria Theresa of Austria, became the wife of the
dauphin who was afterwards Louis XVI. The following extract is taken from one of her letters to
her mother.
VERSAILLES, June 14.
MY DEAREST MOTHER,
On Tuesday I had a fête [party] which I shall never forget all my life. We made our entrance into
Paris. As for honors, we received all that we could possibly imagine; but they, though very well
in their way, were not what touched me most. What was really affecting was the kindness and
sincerity of the poor people, who, in spite of the taxes with which they are overwhelmed, were
transported with joy at seeing us. When we went to walk in the Tuileries [gardens], there was so
vast a crowd that we were three-quarters of an hour without being able to move either forward or
backward. Such excellent order was kept the whole day that, in spite of the enormous crowd
which followed us everywhere, not a person was hurt. When we returned from our walk we went
up to an open terrace and stayed there half an hour. I cannot describe to you, my dear mamma,
the transports of joy and affection which every one exhibited towards us. Before we withdrew we
kissed our hands to the people, which gave them great pleasure. What a happy thing it is for
persons in our rank to gain the love of a whole nation so cheaply. Yet there is nothing so
precious; I felt it thoroughly, and shall never forget it.

1.) What does Marie Antoinette say affected her most about her entrance into Paris?

2.) Do you think her view of the poor people was realistic? Why or why not?

3.) What do you think caused the people of France to turn from holding the Queen in high
regard to killing her about twenty years later? (Think back to yesterday)

Name:
Global History II

Date:
Mrs. Kempton & Mr. Patten

The Causes of the French
Revolution
This cartoon was produced in the 1780s and is a comment on the
social situation in France at that time. It can be used to help explain the
causes of the French Revolution of 1789.
You should use your knowledge and evidence from your lessons on the causes of the French
Revolution to help you complete the tasks.
1.) Label the three figures in the cartoon by writing in the spaces provided:
o Peasant
o Priest
o Noble

2.) Describe the scene depicted in the cartoon.

3.) In a few sentences, summarize the message of the cartoon.

4.) Explain how the cartoon can be used to describe the causes of the French Revolution.
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Declaration of the Rights of Man &
the Citizen
Approved by the National Assembly of France, August 26, 1789

The French National Assembly issued this document in 1789 after having
overthrown the established government in the early stages of the French Revolution. The
document was modeled in part on the English Bill of Rights and on the American Declaration
of Independence.

This declaration states the natural rights of French citizens and establishes the equality
of all citizens before the law.
1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights.
2. The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural rights of man. These
rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression.
4. Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything which injures no one else…
5. Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to society…
6. Law is the expression of the general will. Every citizen has a right to participate personally, or
through his representative, in its foundation. It must be the same for all, whether it protects or
punishes. All citizens, being equal in the eyes of the law…
7. No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in the cases and according to the
forms prescribed by law…
9. As all persons are held innocent until they shall have been declared guilty…
11. The free communication of ideas and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of
man. Every citizen may, accordingly, speak, write, and print with freedom…
13. A common contribution is essential for the maintenance of the public forces and for the cost
of administration. This should be equitably distributed among all the citizens in proportion to
their means.

1.) In your own words, what is the main message of the opening paragraph of the
Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen?

2.) Whose ideas were borrowed for the writing of this document?

3.) List some of the specifics “rights of man” guaranteed in the document. Which of these do
you think the document portrays as the most important? Explain your reasoning.
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French Revolution: History Through Art

Liberty Leading the People
by Eugène Delacroix
1.) What does the woman in this painting represent?
2.) Who do the people at her feet represent?
3.) Ho does the message of this painting relate to the French Revolution?
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Maximilien Robespierre:
Justification of the Use of Terror
Section I
Now, what is the fundamental principle of the democratic or popular government…? It is virtue
[standard of moral excellence]; …virtue is nothing other than the love of country and of its laws.
But as the essence of the republic or of democracy is equality, it follows that the love of country
necessarily includes the love of equality.

Section II
Fortunately virtue [standard of moral excellence] is natural to the people, notwithstanding
aristocratic [noble] prejudices. A nation is truly corrupted when…[the county has] lost its
character and its liberty, it passes from democracy to monarchy; that is the decrepitude [broken
down] and death of the body politic....
But when…efforts of courage and reason, a people breaks the chains of despotism [dictatorship]
to make them into trophies of liberty…We must smother the internal and external enemies of the
Republic or perish with it;…to lead the people by reason and the people's enemies by terror.

Section III
Virtue and Terror: virtue [standard of moral excellence], without terror is fatal; terror, without
virtue is powerless. Terror is nothing other than justice, prompt, severe, inflexible; it is therefore
release of virtue…
It has been said that terror is the principle of government…Let the dictator govern by terror his
brutalized subjects… Subdue by terror the enemies of liberty, and you will be right, as founders
of the Republic.

1.) In the first section, why do you think Robespierre says virtue is the soul of democracy?

2.) In the second section, what is Robespierre’s view of monarchy? Why do you think he
holds this view?

3.) In the third section, what are the reasons Robespierre lays out for using terror? How
effectively do you think he makes his case? Explain.

