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MAO ZEDONG (1893-1976)
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1. What is a dynasty? Which dynasty ruled China from 1644 until 1911? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why did Sun Yixian want to establish a democratic government in China? Why was this difficult?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. List Sun Yixian’s “Three Principles of the People and explain what each means? 
Principle 1: __________________________________________________ 
Principle 2: __________________________________________________
Principle 3: __________________________________________________

4. Which party did the peasants support in China? Explain Why. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How did the Super Powers (the U.S. and U.S.S.R.) respond to the two parties in China?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Why were many students angry about the results of the Treaty of Versailles? What was the result of their anger? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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7. According to the editorial (above) what was chairman Moa’s goal? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. According to your class reading, what was Mao’s great leap forward? Explain. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. List 3 changes that Mao Zedong introduced after taking control of China in 1949? Give one example of each.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Who were the Red Guards?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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CHINA UNDER MAO ZEDONG (1949-1976)

After taking control, Mao Zedong moved to bring all aspects of Chinese life under the control of the
Communist Party. The changes he introduced are known as the Chinese Revolution of 1949.

MAO ZEDONG INTRODUCES CHANGES

Mao brought great changes to Chinese life. The most important group in traditional China had always
been the family, but now Mao made the Communist Party the most important group. The father’s
traditional role as head of the family was greatly weakened. The practice of ancestor worship was forbid-
den. Communist beliefs were required learning in all universities and schools, factories and villages.
All newspapers, books, music and art were expected to promote Communism. Opponents of Commu-
nism were forced to publicly declare their support for the new government, and those who did not
were either jailed or killed. Mao made himself a god-like figure, and everyone had to study and memorize
many of his writings and sayings. He also introduced economic changes, discussed later in the chapter

THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION (1966-1975)

By 1966, Mao felt the Communist revolution was losing support in China. He decided to make one last
attempt to achieve his goal of total Communism. Mao closed the schools and universities and invited
China’s youths, whom he called the Red Guards, to travel throughout the country attacking anyone
who opposed Communism. Eventually the Red Guards got out of control, and Mao had to use the army
to restore order, bringing an end to the Cultural Revolution.

CHINA UNDER DENG XIAOPING (1976-PRESENT)

When Mao died in 1976, he was replaced by Deng Xiaoping as China’s new leader Although a Commun-
ist, Deng seemed willing to change the way of life imposed by Mao in order to make China into a more
modern nation.
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HISTORY OF IMPERIALISM IN CHINA

~ EVENT ~ YEAR ~ RESULTS

Opium Wars 1839 China lost the war to Great Britain, and was forced to open
its ports to allow Europeans trading rights inside China.

Sino-Japanese War 1894 Japan easily defeated China. As a result, Japan took some
Chinese land and created its own area of economic control.

Open Door Policy 1899 U.S. proposed equal trading rights for all nations in China,
saving China from being divided up by foreign powers. This
policy helped open China to trade with all nations.

Boxer Rebellion 1900 Chinese “Boxers”(a group opposed to foreign influences)
rebelled against Western ideas and imperialism, and at-
tacked foreigners living in China. The rebellion was crushed
by foreign powers that sent armies into China.

Russo-Japanese War 1904 Japan defeated Russia, seizing the province of Manchuria.

This takeover demonstrated that China was too weak to
prevent others from fighting over its territory.
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FROM REPUBLIC TO COMMUNIST NATION (1911-1949)

The Chinese, angry about their country being controlled by foreign nations, overthrew the imperial
government. The new leader, Sun Yat Sen, tried to establish a democratic government. However, this
was difficult, because there were many local rulers (called warlords) who refused to give up their powers.

Finally, in 1928, Chiang Kai-Shek defeated the local warlords and united most of China. Next, Chiang
tried to destroy the growing Communist movement in China. He was interrupted in this when China
was invaded by Japan in 1937 The Chinese spent most of World War II fighting to rid their country

of the Japanese.

Following World War II (in 1949), the Chinese Communists, led by Mao Zedong, defeated the national-
ist forces of Chiang Kai-Shek and took control of China. Chiang had failed to win the support of the Chi-
nese people, who were tired of war, high prices and government corruption. Chiang and his followers
fled from mainland China to an island off the coast, called Taiwan.
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CHINA UNDER MAO ZEDONG (1949-1976)

After taking control, Mao Zedong moved to bring all aspects of Chinese life under the control of the
Communist Party. The changes he introduced are known as the Chinese Revolution of 1949.

MAO ZEDONG INTRODUCES CHANGES

Mao brought great changes to Chinese life. The most important group in traditional China had always
been the family, but now Mao made the Communist Party the most important group. The father’s
traditional role as head of the family was greatly weakened. The practice of ancestor worship was forbid-
den. Communist beliefs were required learning in all universities and schools, factories and villages.
All newspapers, books, music and art were expected to promote Communism. Opponents of Commu-
nism were forced to publicly declare their support for the new government, and those who did not
were either jailed or killed. Mao made himself a god-like figure, and everyone had to study and memorize
many of his writings and sayings. He also introduced economic changes, discussed later in the chapter

THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION (1966-1975)

By 1966, Mao felt the Communist revolution was losing support in China. He decided to make one last
attempt to achieve his goal of total Communism. Mao closed the schools and universities and invited
China’s youths, whom he called the Red Guards, to travel throughout the country attacking anyone
who opposed Communism. Eventually the Red Guards got out of control, and Mao had to use the army
to restore order, bringing an end to the Cultural Revolution.

CHINA UNDER DENG XIAOPING (1976-PRESENT)

When Mao died in 1976, he was replaced by Deng Xiaoping as China’s new leader Although a Commun-
ist, Deng seemed willing to change the way of life imposed by Mao in order to make China into a more
modern nation.
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