Guided Reading 7-4.4 The Rise of Totalitarian leaders as a Response to the Great Depression
NEW POLITICAL PARTIES IN EUROPE BEFORE WWII!! 

COMMUNISM  AND THE SOVIET UNION

The problems that existed in Germany, Italy, Japan and the Soviet Union after WWI led to the rise of totalitarian governments in these countries. The Soviet Union went with Socialism and Communism. The Soviet Union became a communist nation after the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917. The focus of Communism was to give the power to the proletariat (working class) and decrease the wealth and power of the industrial capitalists. The government would take control of industry, production and business to eliminate competition between individuals. Wealth would therefore be distributed equally to citizens.  Citizens would no longer own their own private property, instead collectivization - owning property as a group occurred. Land was arranged in communes, shared by citizens. Communism also called for social changes such as the end of the need for religion. For these changes to occur, communism calls for the overthrow of democratic and capitalist societies by the working and an equal spread of the wealthy. 
1. What four nations gave way to totalitarian governments before WWII? 

2. The Soviet Union became a ________________________ nation after the Bolshevik Revolution. 
3. Communism gave the power to the ___________________. 
4. What is the proletariat? 

5. Who would take control of industry, production and business? 

6. Citizens would no longer be able to own _______________________. 
7. Communism meant individuals couldn’t own their own property. They had to practice Collectivization. What is Collectivization? 

8. Communism also ended the need for __________________. 
9. For all of these changes to occur, communism would have to overthrow ______________ and ___________________ societies. 

Who would lead the Communist Party in the Soviet Union? 

Joseph Stalin, totalitarian leader, took control of the Soviet Union in 1928. Stalin was a firm believer in Communism and government control. After Lenin died in 1922, Stalin would have to win support from other Communist leaders. He also would have to exile his biggest rival, Leon Trotsky.  Stalin took complete control of society. Stalin had secret police monitoring everything said and written; censored all printed information and radio announcements.  Stalin used propaganda to maintain his power. During this period known as the “Great Purge” Stalin terrorized other members of the Communist Party. Stalin would not allow religion, he went after the Russian Orthodox Church and has religious leaders killed.  Anyone who wanted to practice religion had to do it in secret! 

10. Who died prior to Stalin coming into power? ______________________

11. What did Stalin do to make sure nothing was done without his permission?

12. What did Stalin do during the time period called the “Great Purge”?

13. What was Stalin’s thoughts on religion? 
What type of economy did Stalin want? 

As a totalitarian leader, Hitler implemented a command economy, ordering several 5 year plans. These five year plans focused on industry and Collectivization. Under Collectivization, the government took all farms and combined them into huge government controlled farms to try to increase food production.  Agricultural production increased by the late 1930’s but many wealthy peasants who protested collectivization were killed. Stalin, did improve the economy, however he killed many along the way… and the people had no political rights. 
14. What type of economy did Hitler implement? 
15. During Collectivization what did Stalin do with the farms? 

16. What happened to the wealthy peasants? 

17. Stalin did improve the economy, however he ____________________ many along the way… and the people had no _________________________ rights. 

JAPAN ALSO CHOOSES A TOTALITARIAN STYLE!!!

When the Great Depression occurred, Japan was a newly industrialized country.  When the Western markets (Europe and the US) entered the depression, this affected Japan’s business as well. Japan also went through a period of bad harvests in several of its regions. During this hardship, Japan’s military took control. Military leaders took control of all main operations of the government, leaving the Emperor as mainly just a figurehead. The military basically controlled the government. The rise of a totalitarian state in Japan therefore took the form of military control. Under this military leadership, The Japanese decided they wanted to invade and take control over nations surrounding Japan. Japan first invaded Manchuria. The League of Nations said this was HORRIBLE and did not believe Japan should be invading other countries. Japan responded by withdrawing from the league!  Japan then attacked China in 1937. 
1. Who took control over all main operations in Japan? 
2. The Emperor ultimately became a _____________________ and was controlled by the military. 
3. The rise of the _________________________ in Japan therefore took the form of military control. 
4. Japan first invaded________________________. 
5. What did the League of Nations thing about Japan invading Manchuria?
6. Who did Japan invade in 1937? 

