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7-2.5 - Support Document Guided Reading 

How did the Enlightenment inspire the American and French Revolutions and their new forms of Limited Government? 

Directions: Read the follow paragraphs and answer the questions that follow. 

The American and French Revolutions were inspired by the Enlightenment. These two revolutions used the ideas off the Enlightenment and created limited governments and constitutions for countries to follow around the world. The Enlightenment presented new beliefs about authority and the role of the individual in government. 

1. What inspired the American and French Revolution? 

Enlightenment Ideas adopted by the American and French Revolutions:

· John Locke: Natural Rights – Life, Liberty, Property

· Montesquieu: Separation of Powers

· Rousseau: Do what is best for the majority or ruling by the “General Will”

· Voltaire: Freedom of Speech and Religion 

2. Which four Enlightenment Philosophers influenced the American and French Revolutions? 

How the Enlightenment influenced the United States Of America!!
The American Revolution used John Locke’s beliefs in writing the Declaration of Independence. Thomas Jefferson wrote about how the Colonists rights were being violated by Great Britain which gave the colonists the rights to rebel!

After gaining Independence, the writers of the United States Constitution then used the Enlightenment ideas to serve as the framework for their new limited government. 

3. John Locke’s believes were written by Thomas Jefferson in what document? 

4. What other United States document was influenced by the Enlightenment?  

The Enlightenment Inspired the Americans… and the Americans Inspired the French. 

American diplomats, like Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson went to Paris, too meet with France’s intellectual class.  The French citizens wanted the same things as the Americans.  The French liked the ideas of “Equality” and “Freedom of the Individual.”  Furthermore, contact between American revolutionaries and the French troops who supported them in the American Revolution helped spread the revolutionary ideals to the French people. After the American Revolution many French citizens began to attack the undemocratic nature of their own government, leading to the French Revolution.
5. Which two American diplomats went to Paris, France to spread the ideas of the Americans? 

6. What ideas did the French people begin to attack in their country? 

The Enlightenment Inspired Revolutionaries to WRITE CONSTITUTIONS!

A constitution creates a limited government as the relationship between the people and their government embodies Locke’s idea of a social contract, as a constitution is an agreement between the government an the people. The Constitution limits the government’s power by specifically outlining what the government can and can not do. 

7. A constitution is an agreement between the ____________ and the _________________.

8. What does the constitution limit? 

What you can find in a constitution!  

The Constitution outlines what the three branches of government can and can not do. (Legislative, Judicial, Executive ) The Constitution outlines the system of Federalism, the duties which are divided between the federal and the state governments.  The Constitution also outlines the rights of citizens in a Bill of Rights. The Constitution requires it is the citizen’s (people) responsibility to vote and elect representative of the people. 

9. The constitution outlines what the ________ branches of ____________ can and can’t do. 

10. What is Federalism? 
11. The Rights of citizens can be found in the Constitution’s _________ ____ _______________. 

